
A Message from 
the Exalted Ruler
By Tom Bantz, Exalted Ruler
This time of year holds many meanings
and carries us in many directions: Social
gatherings with friends and family, shop-

ping and wrapping gifts, the wonderful aroma of pies
baking in the oven, decorating the tree and fireside, and
many other treasured pastimes. This time of year also has
special meaning to Elks. First and foremost, we remember
our fellow Elks who have passed away this year. Our
annual Memorial Service is Sunday, December 2 at 11 am
in the Banquet Hall. Please attend—this is a very moving
service. A brunch will be served in the main dining room
immediately after the service.

December is the time of year that we look to help
those who are less fortunate than ourselves. Though this
is always in the mind of Elks, in this month it fills us to
the brim. In that vein, we have several programs we
undertake this time of year. cont. pg. 3

Activities/Events
Elks Christmas Social, Sat., Dec. 1
$30/ticket incl. dinner, Band performance & Affects

DP Elks Memorial Service, Sun., Dec. 2
Honor our Absent Members. 11 am service.

Breakfast with Santa, Dec. 9 – SOLD OUT

Celebrate New Year’s Eve at the Elks!
Three packages to choose: Gala Celebration featuring
Rick “Elvis” Saucedo; the Midnight Bash in the Dining
Room; or the Early Seating with Special Menu.

Chuck Salvo Dinner Show, Sat., Jan. 19
$30/person incl. dinner & show. Tickets at Main Bar.

Play Bingo Every Wednesday Night
Doors open at 4PM. $500 winner guaranteed!

Friday & Saturday Night Dinner Specials
See the calendar on the inside back page for details.
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Well now that Thanksgiving is over and
all the trimmings are gone, plus the deli-
cious pies; we can sit back and take it easy.
That's long enough, and back to work we
go!!! Getting ready for Christmas and a visit
from you know who - SANTA, THE MAN -
Remember the old song about he's making a
list and checking it twice to find out who's
been- naughty or nice. This time of year
takes us all back when we were growing up-
HA - some did some didn't - while trying to
write something new I got lost in my
thoughts - is this a sign of getting older? -
but it took me back a few years when anoth-
er song became popular - I'll Be Home For
Christmas - this song became popular when
I was overseas with the U.S. Army- so when
we hear that song we think of all the service
people serving our Country - at this time
plus all that have served before us - it makes
Marian and I proud to be Americans and
live in this Great Country - so let's go on -
We have a busy December planned, I'm
hoping more members will get involved -
there's one thing that drives me nuts - we
are Lodge member first and we know that
we have the Greatest Elks' Club in the USA
so when you talk to our Manager Randy or
other employees please say thanks by help-
ing ALL of us. Well that's enough for now
and have a HAPPY NEW YEAR IN 2008!

Send a Card to a Recovering Soldier
When you are sending your Holiday greet-
ings why not send one to a soldier in the
hospital? Mail to:
A Recovering American Soldier
C/O Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20307-5001

Secretary’s Desk

David P Seaholm,
PDDGER

Tues–Fri 10 AM–Noon

Lodge of Sorrows

“The clock of their day has stopped 
and across its dial, motionless shadows

mark the hour of eleven. With us,
the golden hour of recollection.”

Arrangements for our Lodge of Sorrows 
Ritual for our deceased Members must 

be initiated by the Member’s family.
Contact the Lodge at 847-824-1526.

Emmett J. Galvin
Birth: 09/09/1917

Initiated: 01/21/1986
Death: 10/26/2007
Louis C. Spiegler
Birth: 07/25/1910

Initiated: 06/26/1936
Death: 11/06/2007

Casimir S. Stanowicki
Birth: 04/29/1910

Initiated: 01/22/1963
Death: 11/11/2007

Joseph F. Szabo
Birth: 01/19/1921

Initiated: 05/21/1957
Death: 11/29/2006

Lodge Officers 2007–2008
Exalted Ruler...................... Thomas Bantz  
Leading Knight .................. James Cusack
Loyal Knight........................ Dolores Dean
Lecturing Knight .............. Kathleen Isola
Secretary............ David Seaholm, PDDGER
Treasurer .............. Dale Multerer, PDDGER
Tiler.................................... Robert Kossow
Esquire ............................ Don Knapp, PER
Inner Guard ...................... Gerald Valasek
Chaplain.............. Richard Eirich, PDDGER
Organist .................................. James Boyd 

Trustees 2007–2008
Chairman ...................... Donald Bahr, PER
4th-year ................................ Lenny Lange
3rd-year ...................... George De La Mar
2nd-year ...................... Gerald Smith, PER
1st-year .......................... Frank Hoeft, PER

Board of Directors 2007–08
Chairman.......................... Ron Miller, PER
Vice-Chairman.................... James Cusack 
Director ................................ Tony Berardi 
Director................................ Dolores Dean 
Director ............................ William Ritchie 
Director ............ David Seaholm, PDDGER
Director ............................ Ewald Swanson 

Des Plaines Elks Club
Club Manager .................. Randy Menzies
E-mail ....RMenzies@desplaineselksclub.com

Elks Tooth 2007–2008
Editor .......................................... Jeff Basko
Home Phone........................ 847 541-0556
Fax ........................................ 847 541-0885
E-mail .................... editor@elkstooth.com

Copy deadline for Jan. is Dec. 15

Lodge Phone:  847 824-1526

December Meetings
Des Plaines Lodge Meetings

Tues Dec 04 Lodge Meeting/Initiation
Open at 7:30 pm

Tues Dec 11 Trustee Meeting 7:00 pm
Tues Dec 18 Lodge Meeting 7:30

There is NO MEETING on Jan. 1, 2008
Only one lodge meeting will be held in
January on Tuesday, the 15th.

The Fall Clinic
Submitted by Dot Sheehan

The Fall Clinic, sponsored by the Des
Plaines Elks, was held on November 1, 2007,
at the Northwest Orthopedic Surgery in
Arlington Heights.

Ten patients were scheduled, but there
were three no-shows, and one became lost
on the way and after calling for further
directions, would have arrived too late. So,
they were asked to reschedule.

The remaining six patients ranged in age
from six yrs. to 13 yrs. old. and were here
regarding foot problems. Four patients
were given prescriptions for orthotics (arch
supports). We will pick up the cost of the
molded orthotics for two of these patients
in consideration of their financial position.
After a co-pay of $25, we will pay the rest of
the cost of the prescribed orthotics for the
other two patients.

Hopefully, more children will be able to
avail themselves of the services of our Win-
ter Clinic, which will be held in February
2008. ❂
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Holiday of Hope
By Frank Burr, PER, Youth Activities Chmn.
There’s still time to sponsor a family for
our Holiday of Hope Program. The pro-
gram is a Holiday Party for needy fami-
lies with children in the Des Plaines
area.

As in years previous, we work with
the Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des
Plaines to identify a select number of
families that will benefit from this event.
This year, we hope to increase the num-
ber of families to 20. This number is
determined by the total amount of funds
raised by sponsoring members.

Each child receives two wrapped
gifts: an educational gift and a toy. The
families will receive a gift card from a
local food store to purchase items for a
Holiday meal.

Use the handy form below.

Pictured from left, Debra Walusiak of the Self-
Help Closet & Pantry of Des Plaines, Leading

Knight James Cusack, and John Strzelecki from
Elk Grove Township Food Pantry.

Monetary donations ($500) from the
Red Basket Food Drive and clothing dona-
tions for the Warm Hugs program allowed
Des Plaines Elks to add a second food
pantry as a benefactor of these two charities.

Spearheaded by PER Frank Burr, Des
Plaines Elks Youth Activities Director, Frank
has ensured the success of every program in
which he is involved. In its fourth year, the
Warm Hugs program has grown steadily
each year—this year yielding enough
donated winter clothing to warrant use of a
second organization. ❂

Red Basket and
Warm Hugs Double

Team Pantries

Holiday of Hope 
Donation Form

I wish to sponsor a
family of four this
Holiday for $100.00

Name________________________________

Company (optional) _________________

Phone No. ___________________________

Please make check payable to: Des Plaines
Elks Lodge (print “Holiday of Hope” in the
memo area). Mail or drop off at the lodge:

495 Lee Street, Des Plaines, IL 60016

Yes!

We Need Your Help!
This years Hoop Shoot is Saturday,

December 8, 2007 at Chippewa School in
Des Plaines.

We are in need of volunteers to keep
score of the baskets thrown by the partici-
pants, as well as ball shaggers to help keep
the event moving along. The tasks are sim-
ple and if we have enough volunteers, we’re
finished in 2-1/2 hours. Volunteers get free
coffee and donuts. Pizza is served for lunch.

If you wish to help make this a wonder-
ful event for all the participants and have
fun while doing it, please contact me at 630-
424-0280 or any Lodge Officer.

Sincerely, Frank Burr, PER,
Youth Activities Chairman ❂

Open Minds Book Drive
By Frank Burr, PER, Youth Activities Chmn.

This January, once again we will collect
books for our Open Minds program. Open
Minds collects books for our veterans and
children. The children’s books are given to
providers working directly with needy chil-
dren.

Please bring your donation of books to
the lodge between January 15 and February
18, 2008. A box will be in the lobby to
receive donations. Books will be presented
at the Tuesday, February 19 Lodge meeting.

Holiday Toy Drive
By Frank Burr, PER, Youth Activities Chmn.

He’s making his list and checking it twice,
but even old Saint Nick needs a little help
this year. There are many needy children in
the Chicagoland area that may wake up on
Christmas morning and not have a gift to
unwrap.

However, there is a way you can become
Santa’s helpers and help these children have
a wonderful Christmas and bring joy to the
faces of the parents of these children. The
joy that every parent gets when they see
their children’s faces on Christmas morning,
as they open a present.

Please bring your donation of toys to the
lodge between November 1st and Monday
December 3rd. We will present the toys to
the “Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des
Plaines” on Tuesday, December 4 at our
lodge meeting. Your donation of a simple
toy will bring a smile to a child’s face and joy
to the hearts of their parents.

Thank you! –Frank Burr

ER Message cont. from front pg.
First, we have the Holiday of Hope pro-

gram, a Christmas party at the lodge to ben-
efit those less fortunate.

We have a toy drive and a food drive
going for the Self Help Closet and Pantry of
Des Plaines. While doing your Christmas
shopping, please purchase an extra toy and
drop it off at the lodge.We will present these
at our December 4th meeting. Canned
goods are always needed, especially this
time of year, so please drop off your non
perishable donation in the red basket. We
also have the warm hugs program, which
donates coats, hats, gloves and scarves.
Details of all these great programs are locat-
ed in the November and December Lodge
Bulletins.

I would like to thank everyone who vol-
unteered their time for the successful
Turkey Shoot, especially our chairman,
Leading Knight, Jim Cusack, who took the
day off work to help run the event, and to
Randy, our Club Manager and his staff. It
was a busy, but fun day for all. cont. pg. 5



44

9487





5

847-824-1556
847-824-2036 fax
Randy@DesplainesElksClub.com

Find Your
Lucky Mem-
ber Number!

If your member
number appears
in a sponsored
ad or Club ad,

stop by the Club
and receive a

$10 gift certifi-
cate – good any-

time at the
Club! Good

Luck!

Randy Menzies
Elks Club Manager

Manager’s Message 
by Randy Menzies, Club Manager

The Holiday season is upon us. We have
openings for your family or business Christ-
mas parties. Give us a call if we can help.

December 2 is Memorial Sunday. This
is the day when the Elks remember all the
Des Plaines Elks that passed away during
this last year. The Ceremony will be held in
the banquet hall. A Brunch is featured for
$12.95 from 11:30–1:30 in the main dining
room. Widows attending the ceremony will
receive a complimentary brunch. Feel free to
invite the family.

Sunday, December 9 is Breakfast with
Santa, the children’s Christmas Party, start-
ing at 10:00am. Sorry, this event is sold out.
Those attending can pick up their children’s
photographs on Thursday, Dec. 13.

Make your reservations for New Year’s
Eve from one of three packages to choose.
This year, Rick “Elvis” Saucedo performs for
our Gala Celebration in the Banquet Hall.

Rick “Elvis” Saucedo
Rick has been performing Elvis tributes

for over 25 years, and is very popular in the
Midwest. A DJ will provide dance music in
between sets. See our ads for details.

Drink Specials For December

Tuesday: Draft Beer ........................ $1.25

Wednesday: House Wine ................ $3.00

Thursday: Orange Screw Driver.... $3.50

Friday: Green Apple Martini.......... $3.50

Saturday: Vodka Gimlet .................. $3.50
Bacardi O or Razz & Coke........ $3.50

December Door Greeters
Volunteers or Rescheduling:

Contact Marie Reale (847) 956-1979
Hours: 5:30 –7:30 PM

Play BINGO Every Wednesday! 
Doors open at 4 pm.

[BINGO is Non-Smoking]

Fridays
12/07 Ken Pietranek
12/14 Louis D’Attomo
12/21 Ruth Olson
12/28 Dan Fluett

Saturdays
12/01 Dudley Parenteau
12/08 Fred Gross
12/15 Casey Mironack
12/22 Carolyn Simmons
12/29 Carolyn Simmons

ER Message cont. from pg. 3
I wish everyone a healthy and happy hol-

iday, and remember to savor the season, not
just survive it! If you have any questions,
comments, or concerns, I can be reached at
847-839-9044, or tomojo@comcast.net. ❂ 

Saturday, January 19 is the Chuck Salvo
Dinner Show. Dinner is antipasto salad,
minestrone soup, Chicken Marsala with
angel hair pasta, Italian green beans, and for
dessert, Tiramisu. Cost is $30 per person.
Cold hors d’ oeuvres will be served from 6–7
with cash bar. Dinner is served at 7:00 and
the show will begin around 8:30 PM. Sign up
early at the Main Bar with payment in full.

Happy Holidays
from the
employees of
the Des Plaines
Elks Club!
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Des Plaines Ladies of the Elks 

December Schedule
Submitted by Dolores (Dee) Dean,

Publicity Chairman

Dates to Remember:
Tues Dec 11 Christmas Party,

Members Only. Please bring
unwrapped toys.

Thur Dec 13 Pinochle 7:00 PM

Mon Dec 17 Hines Hospital - Bingo
6:00 & 7:00 PM. Call Marian
Seaholm to help.

Tues Dec 25 Merry Christmas to All

Special Dates:
Please remember to fill the red buck-

ets at the lodge with non-perishable
items. These buckets are in the lobby of
the lodge. This is the time of year when
there are more people in need of help.
Please share your blessings with those in
need.

The lodge is offering three Elks
Scholarships this year. The first one is
based on grades, activities, and family
income. The second is the Legacy
Award. This is for Elks members chil-
dren, step children, grandchildren &
legally adopted children. The third
scholarship is the Emergency Educa-
tional Grant. This is only for children or
stepchildren of deceased or disabled
Elks members. Call Bud Vaughn with
questions at 847-259-2029.

Saturday, December 1, 2007 is the
Des Plaines Elks Christmas Party. Tick-
ets are $30.00 each. Call Gerald Smith
for information. Tickets are available at
the bar. Please come out and get a table
together and support the lodge and start
your Christmas Season here at the
lodge.

Sunday, December 2, 2007 is the Des
Plaines Elks Memorial Service to honor
our absent members. The service is at 11
AM on Sunday at the lodge.

Tuesday, December 11, 2007 is the
members-only Ladies Christmas Party.
Please bring new unwrapped toys for
children in the area. There will be a bake
sale and cocktails at 6:00 PM with din-
ner at 7:00 PM. Tickets will be $21.00
each. Santa will be with us after our
entertainment. ❂

2008 St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner Dance Date Set

Submitted by Dolores Dean,
Publicity Chairman

Saturday, March 15, 2008 is our St. Patrick's
Day Dinner and Dance at the lodge. We will
have the McNulty Irish Dancers with us.
Also Jimmy Boyd will provide our music.
There will be raffle tickets sold at the lodge
so please buy them when you come to the
lodge in February and March 2008.

The proceeds of this event go
toward our Scholarship Program

and our various charities.

Our ticket chairpersons are Joy Graser and
Lorraine Paine. We will let you know when
tickets are available and what the menu is in
our January 2008 Newsletter and Elks Tooth
article. If you have any questions call
Dolores (Dee) Dean at 847-590-8273. ❂

Red Basket Food Drive
By Frank Burr, PER, Youth Activities Chmn.

It is hard to imagine that in America, the
wealthiest and most abundant nation in the
world, 33 million people do not know where
their next meal will come from. For some,
cans like these are the only option they
know of to get a meal.

Our Nation’s farmers produce enough food
to feed most of the world’s population, and
they provide Americans with safe, plentiful,
and affordable food, yet hunger is still a
major problem in our Nation.

To you these may be just ordinary
garbage cans, but for many,

they are a source of food.

Consider these facts: Over 33 million
American do not have an adequate supply
of food and more than a quarter of these
Americans adults and children went hungry
at some point last year. In Illinois, nearly 10
percent of all households (approximately 1.4
million people) do not have enough food
and 3 percent experience the most severe
form of food shortage—hunger. Over 13
million children in our nation live in house-
holds that do not have an adequate supply
of food and 3 million children experienced
hunger on nearly a daily bases. Not even the
elderly are protected. 5.5 percent of elderly
households in America do not have an ade-
quate supply of food and 1.5 percent are
hungry.

We are asking for your help. Support the
Red Basket Food Drive program. The red
baskets are out and available at the lodge
every day, at every Lodge meeting, and spe-
cial events at the Lodge for your donation of
cans and boxes of non-perishable food
items. The food items we collect are given to
the “Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des
Plaines”.

Let’s bring some hope to these Ameri-
cans families and show that Elks
Care—Elks Share. ❂

Sponsor the Elks Tooth! Business card 
ad only $140 for six issues. Contact the

Editor, Jeff Basko at 847-541-0556
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Lovejoy
Home Care Services 
Providing Quality Care Givers

Live-in and Hourly Contact us at 
Service Available (773) 202-2615

That’s A Tuffy!

Robert A. Popjoy, Jr.

10% OFF
www.tuffy.com any repair with this coupon

Tel: (847) 679-9003
4401 W. Touhy Ave. Fax: (847) 679-0948
Lincolnwood, IL lincolnwoodtuffy@comcast.net

Are You Ready to Rock & Roll
with the King
this New Year’s?
Rick “Elvis” Saucedo 
performs for the Elks’
Gala NYE Celebration.
Book WAY Early!
$85/person

Cabinets Bathrooms Kitchens
Rec. Rooms Plumbing Ceramic
Electrical Custom Tile

Jeff Lipman Construction, Inc.
Quality is our game!

Jeff Lipman
(847) 657-8990 Whirlpool Tubs
Cell (847) 208-8998 Custom Tops

• Real Estate • Living Trusts
• Wills • Probate

Professional Legal Services
Joseph P. Dowd, Lawyer

Evening & weekend hours.
880 Lee Street Tel: 847 827-7806
Des Plaines, IL 60016 Fax: 847 827-0566

8860

11088

L-214
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Sponsor the Elks Tooth! Business card 
ad only $140 for six issues. Contact the

Editor, Jeff Basko at 847-541-0556

Whether you’re buying or selling 
a home, choose RE/MAX Suburban
for the professional edge.

Jim Grady, GRI
Broker/Manager

Suburban

330 E. Northwest Highway, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
Office: (847) 259-0202  www.IllinoisProperty.com
E-mail: James.Grady@comcast.net

Des Plaines–Half-Acre Lot!  This stunning 3BR 2.1BA split
features over 25,000 sq ft of yard! Plus, an updated Kitchen with
eating area & wonderful view of yard! Large Fam Rm w/
fireplace; gleaming hardwood floors and a Bath on every level. 2
car attached and heated garage, parking for 10 cars. Close to
schools, shopping, parks and xways. $399,900

Mount Prospect–Fabulous Value!
You can relax in this 2BR 2BA unit that has all new windows,
fresh paint and sliders to balcony as well as LR w/ vaulted
ceiling, gas frplc & oak mantle; oak Kitchen; huge MBR w/bath
that features walk-in shower & whirlpool tub. Laundry rm w/
utility sink. $249,000 

Des Plaines–Best Buy in Des Plaines! $129,900
1st flr 1 bedrm condo with a garage and a park next door!
Just move in and enjoy the new windows, clean carpet and
freshly painted interior. Storage in basement. Low
association fee includes heat and water. Only a few blocks
to train, town and grocery store.

Frank’s Home Repair
Frank Witkus 847 894-0359

• Free Estimates
• Exterior Painting

• Maintenance
• Honey-Do List

• Door and Window Replacement
• Free Fishing Tips

“I will repair what you attempted”

• Interior Painting
• Plumbing

• Electrical
• Minor Remodeling

Funeral Luncheon Menu

Roast Prime Rib of Beef ................................................$13.95
Roast Sirloin of Beef Au Jus ............................................10.95
Seasoned Boneless Chicken Breast............................ ....10.95
Broiled London Broil .................................................. ....11.95
Family Style Beef, Chicken and Mostaccioli 
All-You-Can-Eat .......................................................... ....13.95

All entrees include rolls and butter, potato or pasta, veg-
etable salad, desert and beverage.

— Bar Service Available —
Des Plaines Elks Club 495 Lee Street, Des Plaines, IL 60016

tel 847 824-1556 | fax 847 824-2036

Uncomplicated. Elegant.
For a time in your life when you can’t be bothered with details.

The Des Plaines Elks Club is available Monday through
Saturday for any type of luncheon or dinner following a
funeral or memorial service. Our Club is renown for its
pleasant atmosphere and good food.

Our facility accommodates 25–250 people and is located
only minutes from All Saints Cemetery, Ridgewood Ceme-
tery, and Memory Gardens. Complete bar service is avail-
able. And, you’re billed only for the number of people that
attend.
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